
BEIJING

CHINA on Thursday offered to 
play a ‘constructive role’ to ease 
tension between Pakistan and 
Iran following their missile 
strikes against each other over 
the last two days and asked the 
two countries to “exercise re-
straint and calmness and 
avoid escalation.” 

“Iran and Pakistan are 
close neighbours and 
countries who have influ-
ence and keep friendly re-
lations with China. China 
sincerely hopes that the two 
sides will remain calm and re-
straint and avoid escalation of  
the tension. If  there is need from 
the two sides, we would like to 
play a constructive role in cooling 
down the situation,” Chinese For-
eign Ministry spokesperson Mao 
Ning  said.

To a question whether China 
considered Iran’s airstrikes on a 
camp of  the Sunni militant group, 
Jaish al-Adl in Balochistan a vio-
lation of  UN Charter principles, 
Mao said, “China stands for han-
dling the relations between coun-
tries based on the purposes and 

principles of  the UN Charter 
and international law, and 

respecting and protecting 
all countries’ sovereign 
independence and integ-
rity.”   

China’s offer to mediate 
can be a tightrope walk for 

it as Pakistan, a Sunni major-
ity, and Iran, with predominantly 
a Shia majority, have tenuous re-
lationship.Russia’s foreign minis-
try on Thursday called on Iran 
and Pakistan to show maximum 
restraint and solve their differ-
ences through diplomacy, Reuters 
reported.                             Agencies
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Balochistan volcano waiting to go off
ISLAMABAD

THIS week’s airstrikes between 
Iran and Pakistan that killed at 
least 11 people mark a significant 
escalation in fraught relations be-
tween the neighbours.

Long-running, low-level insur-
gencies on either side of  the bor-
der have frustrated both coun-
tries, and the apparent targets of  
the strikes— Iran’s on Tuesday 
and Pakistan’s response on Thurs-
day —were insurgent groups 
whose goal is an independent Bal-

uchistan for ethnic Baluch areas 
in Iran, Pakistan and Afghani-
stan. Iran and Pakistan share a 
900-kilometre. Both countries 
have suspected each other of  sup-
porting the groups operating on 
other side of  border. Pakistan 
said its strikes in Iran on Thurs-
day were aimed at hideouts of  the 
Baluchistan Liberation Army 
(BLA) and the Baluchistan Lib-
eration Front. It also wanted to 
send a message that it can fight 
back if  provoked.

Iran’s military on Thursday be-

gan a planned annual air defence 
drill stretching from Chabahar 
near Pakistan in the east, all the 
way across the country to its bor-
der with Iraq in the west. The 
drill will include live fire from 
drones and air defense systems.

Fresh strikes by Iran and Paki-
stan cannot be ruled out, although 
this week’s attacks raise ques-
tions about the preparedness of  
their own militaries, particularly 
their radar and air defence sys-
tems. Launching these strikes al-
lows Tehran to point to it directly 

taking military action without 
risking a wider confrontation 
with either Israel or the US, par-
ticularly as tensions also remain 
high over Iran’s rapidly advanc-
ing nuclear programme.

However, the airstrikes could 
backfire on Pakistan because BLA 
said it will avenge the killings. 
Iran and Pakistan have long had a 
volatile relationship, but these 
strikes are likely prompted by in-
ternal dynamics. Pakistan’s at-
tack also served a domestic pur-
pose, according to analysts.      AP

Both countries suspect each other of supporting the groups operating on the other side of border

China offers to broker peace 
amid rising Pak-Iran tensions

Government of Odisha, 
O�ce of the Chief Construction Engineer, 

Rural Works Circle, Sambalpur. 
E-mail Id serwcirclesbp@yahoo.com  

Bid Identification No. Road Tender Online RWCSBP-54/2023-24  No: 166  Dated: 16.01.2024
O-2240:       The Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Sambalpur on behalf of Governor of Odisha 
invites online percentage rate Bid from experienced & eligible bidders for” Transferred Road Improvement 
Programme (TRIP) for the year 2023-24. 
1 Name of work : Transferred Road Improvement Programme (TRIP) for the year 2023-24
2 No of works : 05 Nos details as per DTCN
3  Estimated cost : Approximately varies from Rs.241.79 lakhs to Rs.1097.97 lakhs.
4 Class of Contractor. : ‘B’, ‘A’ & Special Class
5 Cost of tender paper and 

mode of deposit.
: Rs. 10,000/- per set.( to be deposited On-line) in favour of concerned 

Superintending Engineer/Executive Engineer
6 Mode of submission of 

tender
: Tender should be submitted only On line in website

www.tendersorissa.gov.in.(https//tendersodisha.gov.in)
7  EMD and mode of deposit : 1% of estimated cost of the work to be remitted online as mentioned 

in DTCN.

8  Summary of key dates are provided below

Procurement Officer Bid Identifi-
cation No.

Availability of Tender 
on-line for bidding

Last date& 
time for 
seeking 

clarification

Date & Time of opening 
of tender

From To Technical 
Bid Financial Bid

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Chief Construction 
Engineer Rural Works 

Circle Sambalpur

Road 
Tender Online 
RWCSBP- 54 

/2023-24

22.01.2024
from

 11.00 A.M

05.02.2024 
upto 05.00 

PM

01.02.2024 
upto 5.00 

PM

06.02.2024 
at 11.00 AM

Will be inti-
mated later

*Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal www.tendersorissa.gov.in. (https//tendersodisha.gov.in) 
* Subsequent modification/ corrigendum/Addendum if required shall appear in website only. 
*  The amount put to bid is exclusive of GST.,  
*Bidder should inspect the Road before bidding and quote his rate accordingly. 
Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer, Rural, Works Circle, Sambalpur OIPR-25091/11/0081/2324


